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WASTEWATER OPERATOR PATHWAY
The pathway below represents a typical career pathway in the ever-changing water sector industry. 
The highlighted circle represents the occupation in the pathway.

WASTEWATER OPERATOR

Wastewater 
Operator IV

Wastewater Degree*
Wisconsin Wastewater Operator 

Certification
2-3 years experience

DOE

Summer Internship
College Level Enrollment at Accredited 

University or College

$17-$18/hr

Manager
Bachelor’s Degree preferred

Advanced Wisconsin Wastewater 
Operator License 

5 Years experience

DOE

Director
Bachelor’s Degree required

PE Preferred 
Advanced Wisconsin Wastewater 

Operator License

DOE

Wastewater 
Operator III

Wastewater Degree*
Wisconsin Wastewater Operator 

Certification
1-3 years experience

$39/hr

* School of Freshwater Science and MATC are developing a program

DOE = Dependent on Experience

Drying & 
Dewatering 

Maintenance Laborer
High School Diploma or Equivalent

0-1 Years Experience

$35/hr

Process 
Engineer

Engineering Degree
Advanced Wisconsin Wastewater 

Operator License
2-5 Years of experience

DOE

Shift 
Supervisor

Wastewater Degree*
Wisconsin Wastewater Operator 

Certification
2-3 years experience

DOE


